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THE CONGREGATION OF THE 


MISSIONARY SISTERS OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 
(White Sisters) 


The Congregation of the Missionary Sis- 
ters of Our Lady of Africa was founded in 
1869 by Cardinal Lavigerie to aid the White 
Fathers in Christianizing the Mohammedan 
and pagan women of Africa and through their 
means conquer the family and society. The 
Sisters cooperate with the White Fathers in 
all kinds of catechetical, medical and educa- 
tional works in 143 missions scattered over 
the vast African Continent. 


Though there are 1000 White Sisters, the 
number is far from being sufficient to cope 
with the present day needs of our missions. 
Sisters are needed to staff more catechetical 
classes, grammar, high and normal schools. 
as well as more hospitals, dispensaries, baby 


welfare centers, leprosariums, etc. 


Doctors, nurses, teachers, as well as 
young girls without any special training, who 
feel called to devote their lives to foreign mis- 
sionary work, would find ample scope jor 
their zeal among the Africans. 

The White Sisters receive their religious 
training and pronounce their vows in this 
country before leaving for the missions. 

Any young girl who would like to be- 
come a White Sister, and thus attain her per- 
sonal sanctification through active work for 
the evangelization of Africa, may apply to 

Mother Superior 
White Sisters’ Novitiate 


R. R. 2. Belleville, Illinois 


“There is only one thing to do here below: to love 
Jesus and to win souls for Him so that He may be 
loved.” —tThe Little Flower of Jesus. 
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“The Popes aud the Missions 


Pius XI said: 


AS TO Ourselves, you 
know that from the 
very beginning of Our 
Pontificate, We deter- 
mined to leave nothing 
undone that might, day 
by day, extend through 
apostolic preachers, the 
light of the Gospel and 
thus smooth for heathen 
nations the way of sal- 
vation. 

IT SEEMS to Us two 
special objectives ought 
to be aimed at. Both of 
these are not only opportune, but even nec- 
essary and intimately connected with each 
other; namely, that a much larger number of 
missionaries, well trained in the various de- 
partments of knowledge, be sent forth into 
the boundless regions that are still deprived 
of the Christian religion; and that the faith- 
ful may understand with what zeal, and with 
what constancy in prayer, and finally, with 
what generosity they are to co-operate in a 
work so holy and so fruitful. 

THIS IS the object that We had in view 
when We ordered that the missionary exhibit 
be held within Our Own Vatican Grounds. 


itt t64444d4 


his Doctorate. 


fided to his care. 


of a population of 285,000. 
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wishes. 


death for their Faith and Beatified in 1920. 


We must give thanks to God, that as We 
have heard, many young hearts at the sight 
of these evidences, both of divine grace and 
human greatness and nobility, received their 
first call to the missionary life. So great was 
the admiration for the missionaries on the 
part of those who visited the exhibit that We 
have every reason to believe that this exhibit 
will not be without abiding fruit. 

THAT THE most weighty lessons which 
this exhibit in its silent eloquence witnessed 
to may not be forgotten, We have ordered, 
as perhaps you already know, that a museum 
be established wherein there may be exhib- 
ited in the best possible way, the more note- 
worthy mission objects. This museum will 
be in Our Lateran Palace, in that place 
whence after peace had been given to the 
Church, so many apostolic men celebrated 
for holiness of life and zeal for religion, 
were, century after century, sent forth by 
Our Predecessors into those regions which 
seemed already white for the harvest. 

FOR OUR part .. . after pondering on the 
fact that the pagans still number almost a 
billion, We have no peace in our spirit 
(2 Cor. 13, 11) and we seem to hear sound- 
ing in our ears, ‘Cry; cease not; lift up thy 
voice like a trumpet” (Isai. 58, 1). 

From Rerum Ecclesiae. 
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THE FIRST NATIVE BISHOP OF UGANDA t 
The Most Reverend Joseph Kiwanuka is visiting the United States. His Excel-  {f 
lency’s parents were among the first converts made by the White Fathers in reaching ft 
Central Africa and he is related to two of the Martyrs of Uganda, who were burnt to ie 
. . > 
His Excellency was ordained to the holy priesthood in 1929. A few years later, i 
he asked to enter the Society of the White Fathers. He was then sent to Rome to take |p 
On returning to his country the Bishop was appointed to the Native e 
Seminary, where he was an inspiration for his compatriots. i 
On the feast of Christ the King in 1939, the then Father Kiwanuka was among [£ 
the twelve Missionary Bishops who were consecrated by our Holy Father. The r 
Masaka Vicariate, which is a sub-division of the former Uganda Vicariate, was con- i. 
In this territory there are 50 priests, 70 Brothers and 200 Sisters i. 
all natives, working in 14 mission Stations in which there are 137,000 Catholics out “ 
Some White Fathers and White Sisters remained in the i 
Masaka Vicariate, but the Bishop would like to have more. Hi 
° ° ° ° ° ° ie 
On the front cover His Excellency is seen showing his Vicariate on the map to = 
two young sisters, who are preparing to leave for the missions, while the other two fe 
sisters, who spent a number of years in Uganda, look on. , 
On the next page, a letter from Bishop Kiwanuka will tell our readers of his . 
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TOO MANY 
CONVERSIONS! 


OO MANY CONVERSIONS! | Strange 

words to come from the lips of a Chris- 

tian and more so from those of a Mis 
sionary, a Missionary Bishop. However, such 
were the words of one of the Bishops to 
some of our Sisters who arrived in Central 
Africa some years ago. On being presented 
to the His Excellency, the Sisters told him of 
the numerous prayers that were promised for 
the conversion of the Natives. 

“Conversions!” he interrupted, “why there 
are too many conversions. It is impossible to 
instruct all those who request it. I just came 
back from visiting the Vicariate. Thousands 
of men, women, and children want to become 
Christians. They surround me, begging me 
not to leave them before promising to send 
them Fathers and Sisters. 

“What can I answer to all these poor peo- 
ple who have a right to receive religious 
instruction? ©! Missionaries, Fathers and 
Sisters! Above all, pray God to send an army 
of Apostolic laborers, mouths to evangelize 
and hearts that love God and will make Him 
loved.” Such were the words pronounced by 
the Bishop with tears in his eyes. 

At present, the need of Missionaries is still 
greater. Our Holy Father said: ‘Africa's 
hour has struck.”” Thousands and thousands 
of souls are pleading for instruction and 
baptism. 

Bishop Kiwanuka, the first Native Bishop 
of Central Africa, gives one of the reasons 
why: “The natives of my country returned 
from the war disgusted with their paganism. 
Coming into close contact with civilization 
nas brought home to them its inferiority. 
The desires and hopes of their hearts now 
tend toward a much higher ideal than for- 
merly. But on the other hand, the Moham- 
medans and others leave no stone unturned 


in their ceaseless effort to gain more and 
more adherents. From now on we must unite 
our efforts to win these souls to the one and 
only true religion. In a few years it will be 
too late, because it 1s now that Africa is call- 
ing for help.” 

When our Reverend Mother visited our 
missions in Central Africa, all the Bishops, 
one after the other, pleaded for more Sisters. 
Alas, Reverend Mother has not a mould to 
make them! 

Are we going to ask you not to pray for 
the conversions of the Africans? No, cer- 
tainly not. But let not the vibrant supplica- 
tion of our Bishop remain without an echo 
in your heart. Pray, beg God and His Bles- 
sed Mother to send Apostles to Africa. Make 
known to others the needs of the Church in 
these pagan regions, the thirst of souls for 
the word of God and spiritual nourishment. 
But why this shortage of Sisters for the for- 
eign missions? The fault is surely not with 
God. He gives the necessary vecations for 
the needs of the Church in the whole world. 
But do the girls correspond to His calling? 
The world seems to offer many pleasures and 
honors, but there is a happiness in the reli- 
gious life that the world cannot give. And 
where would they find a greater honor than 
that of becoming the Spouse of Christ ? 

If God in His goodness makes known to 
you His Divine Call, oh, do not hesitate; but 
with confidence take your place among His 
Apostolic laborers. The salvation of many 
souls depends on your generosity. 


“The work of the Foreign Missions surpasses every 
other work of Christian charity as far as the soul 
surpasses the body, as far as Heaven surpasses 


earth.” —Pius XI, The Pope of the Missions. 
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Sisters, Sisters, Give Us More White Sisters 


A little boy from the bush begs 
Reverend Mother for Sisters. 


Reverend Mother General made the visita- 
tion of our missions in Central Africa. Her 
companion, Sister John Chrysostom, relates 
their visit with His Excellency, the Most Rev- 
erend Bishop Dellepiane. Apostolic Delegate 
for the Belgian Congo. 


N ARRIVING AT LEOPOLDVILLE, 

the residence of the Apostolic Delegate 

for the Belgian Congo, Reverend Moth- 
er’s first visit was to His Excellency. The 
amiable smiling Italian Prelate was getting 
ready to leave Africa to become Internuncio 
of Austria. His Excellency told of his great 
sorrow to leave this most consoling mission 
field, where conversions were so numerous. 
The Congo would always remain very dear 
to him, this country where the grace of God 
is working wonders. “Yes,” the Prelate ex- 
claimed, “God's hour is striking today, and 
we must hurry to win all these souls. Tomor- 
row will be too late. God's hour will have 
passed.” 


Then His Excellency spoke of the numer- 
ous activities in our missions. The catecheti- 


cal classes so well attended. All the medical 
works: hospitals, dispensaries, baby welfare 
centers, the visit of tne sick at domicile, the 
care of the lepers, all to win souls or bring 
them ncarer to God. ‘The various education- 
al works, orphanages and Homes for the 
aged, the immense amount of good done by 
Catholic Action groups, etc, 

However, the Kivu mission, with its Novi- 
tiate for native Sisters, seems to have particu- 
larly attracted the Prelate’s attention. ‘The 
White Sisters are accomplishing marvels with 
the native Sisters, the Bishop insisted. Then 
he spoke of the solid spiritual and morale 
formation they were receiving, as well as a 
good technical initiation which will make of 
them worthy emulators of the White Sisters. 
His Excellency seemed pleased to bring out 
that among many other things the native Sis- 
ters were taught to typewrite in order to save 
time in making out indispensable reports. 
Then he came back to the very good spiritual 
formation they were receiving based on 
prayer and humility. 

Such is the profound work accomplished 
by the White Sisters at the Native Novitiate, 
but they lack personnel and housing facili- 
ties. For want of place 60 young native 
girls, aspiring to the religious life are obliged 
to wait. Will they have to wait indefinitely ? 

“Sisters, Sisters, give us more White Sis- 
ters!’ Such were the parting words of the 
Apostolic Delegate. 
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Much of the Novitiate time is spent in acquiring the Spirit of Prayer. 


WHITE SISTERS IN THE MAKING 


UR MISSIONARY LIFE is a “calling,” 

a career, and like every other it needs an 

apprenticeship, a period in which the 
future apostle learns her art. But, unlike 
worldly careers, it deals with body and soul; 
with the outer and inner man together, so 
that it requires a much more extensive and 
careful apprenticeship. 

It is more difficult to deal with the soul 
than with the body; and to influence the 
souls of others one has to have an intense 
spiritual life oneself. 

A saint rightly said that what you give to 
others must be the overflow from your own 
soul. Besides, each White Sister has the duty 
of sanctifying herself and in so doing to save 
her own soul and the souls of others. That 
is why so much of the Novitiate time is spent 
in acquiring the Spirit of Prayer. Prayer 1s 
to the Apostolate what gas is to the car: it 
makes it go. 

A little anecdote will illustrate this. A 
native Sister was being complimented on how 
well she managed her class; even the most 
difficult children gave in to her. She an- 
swered: “I have never had any difficulty in 
bringing a child to recognize its faults ever 
since I took the resolution not to admonish 
without first praying for three days, asking 
the Holy Spirit to guide my tongue.” 


But the Novitiate has also to provide com- 
petent workers: Sisters who will be able to 
nurse, teach and instruct. For in the mis- 
sions, a White Sister has to be Jack-of-all- 
trades and master of about ninety-five per 
cent. One's noviceship, therefore, is a sort 
of apprenticeship. All sorts of things are to 
be learnt and practical work to be done. 

The study of native languages is vital, for 
the Missionary Sister cannot lead people 
Christwards unless she can speak to them in 
their own language, consoling, encouraging 
and instructing them; not merely as a for- 
eigner, but as one who is now part of their 
life and devoting herself to their salvation. 

And so life goes on: prayer, study, work 
and play, all in preparation for the great 
work God asks of those whom He calls into 
His harvest. Even as novices, we are aware 
that we are doing something to help the 
spread of His Kingdom in Africa. And if this 
“something” is very small and laborers are 
still too few; since we are doing our best, 
we are confident that Our Divine Master is 
pleased. 


Our fervent prayer is that many others 
will come to join us and help us to reap the 
harvest of souls that is now ready in Africa. 


A Novice. 


ee | : a my : 
5 ae 
, : : ee ipa thes ; 
no 
ae) = 
ae 
ee 
~P9ee pRmamagone - er 
why oo ae ce WA ae # ee 
a 3 — . oe ae 
me” id 4 Oe ae ae eer oa 
: oe eo as : fc a ee a i . cvs 
ea. : Ae eg Bi See oe : 
— oe eR Be Pr ae ee a 
ie hs BA rag eR ae | he 
* Mg ge 8 Spa Bo yk bie eae : Ot (ee 
; eae y ee! Res ee Oe es ge DO a ae te 
’ > oe er ee eae © Soe 
est es é oe fae — =a i 
7 ¢ Bos ee yg epee 5 a % scien Lefts ae, a Bey: 
we ol ee ; ee 2. 2. 
i ee ; .. i 4 ge ae 
; oe : a Bit : : ae ee , 
* bogs i 4 ‘ Ss ob. 
ee ‘ ; 4 ie ~— = eo 
Se 7 > Rae ° Sogn ee 
tad rs se * i ex 4 agen 
os re ee ‘ate = — - 
age me enews = 4 Bate eee cavities 
ae J oe ’ ~~ gt: eee - 
% 4 Roe oe i 4 Peas Fs: vas 
é , S .. ie? aaa > Fo: i 
és x ; ae 
ty cae . a : h “1 
° We geee, wg. ee gaeeal % i 
: Bae # rie * es ae . oS 
Co ei ae 5 Sa. a ee 2 
ce aie Geass. ‘ po ee ‘yeaa f 
* 5, * ae no oe a x ~ E 
. a i ee ee ee + yo ae a 
re pete he ; 4 aaa 5 
é :- pes Sete) et ey oe ee 3 
a 4 5 ea pectin . an i [| & i , 
> aes eg ee ‘ 4 : ; 
Pe gh ee eS a [| oe sy 
4 me » Seen > = ede xe Cf Ge 4 ee 
7 
5 i 
ak 
veg ie. ee oe 3 : : ae eee 
a ee a... 3 B EA Mae 
=. sf. eee om 
ma Bei ne ene Hoa to) ae * 7 
+ ee e n «i rae 2s Q Bail: 
et, Nee : ae Wey, 
eae ee ee as ene): Ree. CBipe sat urs 


WHITE SISTERS IN THE | 


RECREATION 
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MAKING 


COOKING 


STUDY EXERCISE IN 
THE GARDEN 
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What a Religious Missionary of Our Lady of Africa 


Wishes to Realize 


HERE COMES A TIME, on the thresh 

old of life, when we feel within ourselves 

the pressure of different yearnings. We 
wish to see realized the ideal of which we 
have caught a glimpse, so as to be put on 
guard against the illusions which an ardent 
and badly enlightened nature can suggest. 

It happens that the ideal of the Mission 
will entice a soul athirst with self-sacrifice. 
ready in advance to accept all the sacrifices 
which the Mission entails. 

To him who wishes to conquer the King 
dom of Heaven, our Lord points out the con 
ditions which must be fulfilled in order to 
obtain this victory, in Saint Luke, chapter 
XIV. One must first foresee the necessary 
sacrifices. Then, having accepted everything. 
he will march to the conquest of souls, with- 
out turning back: it is the union with Christ 
Jesus, Who, having carried His cross up to 
Calvary, allowed Himself to be crucified 
there without a word, so “That lifted up 
from the earth, He would draw all unto 
Himself.” 

Now then, what is the true significance of 
the ideal of the Religious - Missionary? It is 


Visits to the Native Village to win souls 


Dedicated to Missionary Aspirants 


the realization of a RELIGIOUS LIFE whose 
fulfillment consists in the MISSIONARY 
APOSTOLATE. 


Religious Life: it is union with our Lord 
in a community life, poor as the life of a 
humble craftsman, devoid of elegance, of per- 
sonal satisfactions, and above all perfectly 
obedient. 

It is a lite directly dependent on the divine 
wishes, as expressed in the voice of one’s 
superior; a lite without any place for self 
wil, It is no longer a personality that lives, 
but Jesus Christ, Who, having taken entire 
possession of her being, continues in the 
Religious Missionary the revelation of His 
Father to men of good will. 


Missionary Apostolate: it is the entire, 
constant gift of the Religious Missionary to 
native souls for whom she is called. It is a 
gift, which, above all, pours forth like a 
prayer from the inmost recesses of her heart. 

The Religious Missionary, like Mary at 
Bethany receives the “better part’ in the 
hours of prayer which her rule prescribes for 
her. Little by little in the silence of prayer, 
in the recitation of the rosary—her office— 
in her participation in liturgical offices, she 
receives the teaching of the Master, and 
offers the divine praise. 

If prayer time scems short, as spccified in 
the Rule for the Religious Missionary, it is at 
any rate uninterrupted. Does she not con- 
tinue her requests in behalf of the souls 
entrusted to her by her fidelity to the re- 
nouncements prescribed by her Rule, by her 
smiling endurance of the fatigue and pain 
which the work of the Mission itself exacts 
of her: sacrifices loved in the measure of her 
love of God? 

Jesus Christ has taught only one way: the 
way of the Cross. And it is with joy in her 
heart that the Religious Missionary encoun- 
ters the crosses which mark her daily road. 

Fortified by the observance of her vows. 
which she jealously guards, the Religious 
Missionary perfects this gift of herself in her 
devotion to her charities. These are numer- 
ous, and if all, in the final analysis concur in 
the apostolate, we can say, nevertheless, that 
Missionary action has two methods: direct 
contact with the Natives by all kinds of Cate- 
chetical, medical, and educational works and 
indirect contact through works of formation, 
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administration, and_ tasks indispensable to 
the running of any house. 


No matter to which of these posts the 
Religious Missionary may be assigned, it is 
certain that all her etforts, her activity in its 
entirety, will have their missionary end. All 
talents will find place and be developed by 
their very use. And in this way the Reli- 
gious Missionary, devoted by obedience to 
the work of God, discovers and strengthens 
in herself riches of which, in some cases, she 
was unaware. 

Having caught a glimpse of the life of a 
Religious Missionary, one should know the 
aptitudes which are required and the prep- 
arations which are necessary. 


Aptitudes 


They are defined in the very eulogy which 
our Lord said of Zachary: ' Here 1s a soul 
upright and fearing the Lord.” Above all, 
the Keligious Missionary should be inspired 
by that good zeal’’ which makes her © look 
for God” in every thing. A will which is 
strong, developed, able to bear all obstacles, 
because such 1s the will of God. Next a 
sound judgment, a broad mind, free from 
touchiness and fiom narrowness of views; a 
heart detached from those little attachments 
which are incompatible with the chariot of 
Christ. 

From the practical point of view, intellec- 
tual and artistic gifts, a liking for teaching, 
and nursing, knowledge of foreign languages, 
skill in one of the different branches of 
needle work: weaving, lace; ability in per- 
forming many manual tasks; all of which 
find place in the missions. But when one is 
capable of doing more, one must not be con- 
tent to possess one of these gifts developed 
to a high degree. 

A true Religious Missionary looks for per- 
fection in everything. In order to please 
God, she puts forth all her effort to develop 
her capabilities more each day, to specialize 
in the technique of her work. In this way, 
she succeeds, little by little, with the help of 
varied experiences, in giving to the Mission 
a full return. 

But the Religious Missionary does not for- 
get that technical perfection is—for her— 
only the support, the medium of her apos- 
tolic action. All the material good which she 
seeks to accomplish is merely the image of 
the spiritual good which she must accomplish 
for the souls which have becn entrusted to 
her. Thus she develops in herself her powers 
of observation, that insight of the heart 
which will help her to better understand tem- 


Care of the Body to win the Soul. 


peraments, and to value the souls which she 
approaches, thanks to charity. 

Without weariness, she will return each 
day to the study of the language, which ena- 
bles her with confidence to establish herself 
in the hearts of “her own’ those souls which 
God has given her to win. 


Her influence on them will depend on the 
richness of her interior life. And so the 
Religious Missionary, having fallen in love 
with divine glory, takes heed lest she impose 
this influence. She respects the action of 
grace. She does not work for herself, but in 
winning affcction and receiving thanks, she 
does so for the glory of God, to render Him 
a little of the worship which is due. If the 
natives thank her, she reminds them that she 
has acted in the name of God. If she accepts 
a confidence, it is in order to bring a soul 
nearer to God. And it is her wish, that 
through her the soul in pain will seek God, 
God Who has made her a Religious Mission- 
ary that He might speak through her. 


Preparations 

From the practical and technical point of 
view, it is desirable that a Religious Mission- 
ary be, when possible, provided with a diplo- 
ma in the branch which she has studied. The 
field is vast: Schools of Social Service, differ- 
ent grades of nursing, teaching diplomas, 
domestic and professional training. But a 
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diploma is not enough for the acquiring of 
that habit of care, that ‘‘finish’’ in the work 
which is the fruit of daily effort. This eager- 
ness to “do good” is found in manual labor 
as well as in the school or hospital. 


From the moral point of view, and this ts 
the important point, the preparation of the 
Religious Missionary consists of two stages 
one dates trom the moment she accepts the 
divine call, up to her entrance as a postulant; 
the other the time of her religious formation. 
It is not rash to add that the success of her 
probation will depend on the care which she 
took to correspond with the graces of her 
first preparation. This answer of the soul to 
God, Who has chosen it, is made in silence. 
by a greater fidelity to prayer, from which 
one draws the love of souls, a more constant 
generosity in daily sacrifices. 

If we wish to be sharers in the self-denial 
of Christ Jesus, to give much with Him with 
out weariness, we must acquire little by little. 
the habit of being faithful to small sacrifices. 
The life of a Religious Missionary is woven 
of humble actions, reflecting the simple life 
at Nazareth before the redemption of the 
world. 


With regard to the Passion of Christ, the 
Religious Missionary has understood the 
worth which He placed upon a soul. In 
order to realize her vocation: “to finish in 
herself what is lacking in the Passion of 


Christ,” nothing can be too great a test of 
her love. It is thus in the joy and simplicity 
of her heart that she seizes all the opportu- 
nities which the grace of God prepares for 
her, in order to better unite herself to Him, 
and to win souls for His glory. 


A White Sister. 
CUES ET al Co. . ee 


OBITUARY 


We recommend to the prayers of our readers the 
souls of: 

The Most Rev. William Francis Murphy, Bishop 
of Saginaw, Mich. 

The Most Rev. J. Thevenoud, W-F.. 
Vicar of Ouagadugu, F.W.A 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. L. O'Donovan, Baluumore, Md 

Sr. Marie St. Etienne, W.S., Atrice 

Sr. Marie Marceiline, W.S., Atrica 

Sr. Marie St. Jude, W.S., Africa 

Sr. Maric Camille, W.S., Africa. 

Sr. Ste. Alphonsine, Grey Nuns, Lowell, Mass 

Mrs. Freda Klauer, Arlington, Mass. 

Mrs. Elizabeth McGuinness, Guild Member, Jet 
sey City, N. J. 

Mrs. Margaret Breen, Metuchen, N. | 

Mrs. Sylvia Sturek, Metuchen, N. J. 

Mrs. Rose Tracey, South Orange, N. J 

Mrs. Theresa Ricb, Hawthorne, N. Y 

Miss Elizabeth F. Reilly, Spring Lake, N. J 

Mr. Henry Foster, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Mr. James T. McNally, Perth Amboy, N. | 

Mr. Rudolph M. Keller, Elizabeth, N. J. 

Mrs. Emma Schneider, Staten Island, N. Y. 


Apostol 


Catechism Class in the Open Air 
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MISSION 


“Tell me about Western Africa.” 


The indifferent, dull voice of the Teacher 
fell on the apathetic silence of a class of thir- 
teen-year-old girls; who, with arms crossed 
and wandering minds, allowed themselves to 
be carried away on this sad January after- 
noon by a most contagious lethargy. 

The girl who had been called upon sighed, 
stood up and searched her faithful memory 
for the words that she had learned to the 
monotonous rhythm of the huge clock. The 
sentences of the book, conscientiously mem- 
orized, which sounded as though they were 
coming from a phonograph record, flowed 
forth and rocked the large, sleepy class. 

Sudan: population, cities, climate— 

How can one possibly imagine so much 
heat and sunshine, while one is sitting in a 
stuffy steam-heated classroom and looking at 
the ice and snow outside. 

Ah, yes, those Negroes, they are strange, 
far-away people! The teacher listens, dis- 
tracted; the only ones who are awake are the 
sparrows in the courtyard, who at times hurl 
themselves against the frozen panes of glass, 
in an attempt to see their friends, so wise, 
sO serene. 


And the girl continued her slow recitation. 

At that moment the door opened softly, 
and behold! all the sunshine of Africa 
came in. 

An invisible urge made the girls sit up in 
their seats. The teacher arose from her chair, 
and the sparrows dispersed. Everyone and 
everything finally awoke! 

A prelate with a long, white beard smil- 
ingly approached, accompanied by the Su- 
perior of the girls’ school. 

“Girls,” said the Superior, ‘‘greet His Ex- 
cellency, who has just arrived from the 
Sudan.” 


The Missionary Bishop spoke in a fatherly 
way and faces began to light up . . . eyes 
sparkled. Questions were asked and an- 
swered. It was no longer a class of white 
girls, but colored ones as well; who had 
come in with their Bishop, bringing with 
them the light and warmth of their country, 
and even more . . . their souls! 


“All the girls will wish to follow Your 
Excellency,” said the Superior, and with a bit 
of reticence, “We, however, have need of 
them here.” 

“No,” answered the Missionary Bishop, 
“all can not come, the Lord does not want 
that .. . Though our White Sisters are very 
happy in their apostolic labors, theirs is a 
life of sacrifice. Do you realize, girls, that 
you would have to leave your relatives, your 
friends, your mountains, your country for- 
ever... 

The Bishop looked at the girls searchingly. 
The teacher stared at the blond and brunette 
heads . . . her eyes did not see mine. Yet, at 
that same instant, my soul was filled with a 
great longing. A single word resounded in 
my head, jarring my thoughts; giving form 
to an ardent desire. A word had caught my 
heart and made it beat until it nearly burst; 
it made my temples throb and vibrated to the 
tips of my fingers which began to tremble. 
All of this made me feel very weak and very 
strong at the same time. 

ee ee ee 


It was so sudden, so unexpected; nothing. 
it seemed, had prepared me for this. Yet the 
call was real, irresistible. “Give yourself to 
God, and for Him give yourself to the souls 
of pagans.” O that I could magnify Him, 
give vent to this fire which burned within 
me. Outwardly, I remained calm. Did you 
doubt it, my companions? This way of God 
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The Bay of Tunis 


_.. the same words heard .. . on the same 
bench where we sat .. . on the same winter 
day! We are separated now and1... ! 

The Bishop left, but his light remained. 
The seed of a missionary vocation was firmly 
implanted. How vivid the lesson had been. 
I was called to mother African souls. 


Il. 


For some years the little seed lay buried! 
The mission of winning souls, which had one 
day suddenly called me so strongly, faded 
away. At the bottom of my heart there was 
a certitude: “You shall be a White Sister’’; 
nothing more. Appalled at feeling weak 
and at having been chosen, I was lulled by 
the monotonous cadence of scholastic years 
.. , Some “Messengers of Our Lady of Afri- 
ca,’ which I had read very attentively at first, 
languished at the bottom of a bookcase. 

Young school girls of today, our little sis- 
ters, perhaps you too dream between your 
courses. Undoubtedly, it is very sad not to 
listen to the song in your soul, in your mind 
and in your heart . . . when one’s heart is 
full of faith and hope . . . when one's eyes 
are full of light and joy. Alas, just idle 
dreams, not sustained by real effort, or by a 
tenacious desire to put to use the strength 
which you dismiss so lightly at the tender 
age of twenty. O, the time lost in following 
without reason or order all that appears de- 
sirable to youth! 

The curtain lifted one day, which had un- 
covered for me the magnificent reality of a 
missionary vocation, was lowered on a world 
of dreams toward which I rushed. It was so 


12 


good this vagabond and adventurous inclina- 
tion . . . taste for climbing mountains, steep 
ascents and treacherous descents, contact with 
the snow, white dust as far as the eye can see, 
recalled the vast sand of the desert. Thank 
you, my God, for such beauty; I praise Thee. 

That is not enough! Remember those 
dunes! The souls of the wilderness, are they 


far distant? No, they call you . . . the song 
of the torrent . . . the noise of the wind in 
the pines .. . gusts... listen . . . Illusion? 


No, fill your eyes with your mountains and 
then leave. 


But souls are everywhere! Why go so far? 
I am going to those that I have been near 
every day .. . and the children will have a 
teacher, the sick will have a nurse, the girl 
scouts will have a leader. What an engross- 
ing life! What attractions on the way, what 
joy in the house! 

“Listen,” said the voice, “that is not 
enough. Uncover the little seed that sleeps. 
Start on the way; leave your house for the 
house of God. More than your country, 
more than your relatives, more than your 
friends, love Me, love Me among the Afri- 
cans, love Me on that immense continent that 
the great Cardinal Lavigerie crossed during 
the most fruitful years of his apostolic zeal.” 


The last plunge, the last mad fling into the 
noise of feasts and worldly reunions. A life 
full of emptiness in an atmosphere of nullity 

.. smoke! 


Is not the love with which you have filled 
my soul sweeter, stronger than that? O Mas- 
ter, guide my way. 


Then one day I said timidly, “Mother, I 
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should like to leave you to become a mission- 
ary, a White Sister.” 

Poor mothers, one is afraid to grieve them; 
but is not theirs a sorrow that turns into joy. 
Her eyes sparkled. “When would you like 
to leave?’’ she asked, that was all. 


The door of the Novitiate closed one day 
on a little postulant, appearing very black 
between the great white walls. 

“Look for Me alone,” said the Master of 
the apostles. “That silence that you used to 
seek during your lonely walks in the moun- 
tains, listen to it within yourself, silence your 
mind and your heart; empty yourself of all 
that is not Me. Allow yourself to be formed 
to the life of a White Sister: one of simplic- 
ity and humility. Listen as the Great Found- 
er asks his daughters that perfect obedience 
that absolute dependence according to the 
spirit of St. Ignatius.” 

Two years Or more are given to you to pre- 
pare for your missionary life by prayer and 
recollection—-What is this time? Did not 
Jesus spend thirty years in Nazareth? Like 
Him you must be initiated to the religious 
life. You must allow your soul to be sculp- 
tured and prepare by an intense interior life, 
the necessary prelude to an active missionary 
apostolate. 

Be strong and virile! In your distant wan- 
derings, you will not always be welcomed. 
You will carry on, rendering good for evil; 
preaching, not by words, but by example; 
radiating the Faith in those places where the 
people, if not hostile, are at least suspicious. 
Mohammedanism, casting its shadow over 
the Black Continent, is separating the vast 
expanse of the Sahara sands from the Faith. 

Arabs or Negroes, African souls, towards 
you, whoever you may be, I will go, in the 
deep fiat of humble submission to my Su- 
periors and of detachment even from my 
intimate aspirations. 

One day the Ocean saw our group of 
young, recently professed Sisters, sailing hap- 
pily toward the country of their dreams 
Final goodbye to their native land. The soul 
was a bit subdued, but smiling. Relatives, 
friends, that I love, if you love me, do not 
cry over me. I go to God, joy supreme. Yes, 
the joy of my first contact with Africa, in the 
calming atmosphere of St. Charles, the 
Motherhouse. The joy of a total gift of one- 
self to God, and the departure for my 
mission. 


In long white veil, the rosary at the waist, 
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the White Sister arrived at the mission to 
which she had been assigned. Our weapon 
is prayer, our duty charity, Cardinal Lavigerie 
told the first White Sisters. Made strong by 
the promise which her ring recalls, and rich 
by the cross suspended from a red cord, the 
color of Martyrdom, she remembers that ‘the 
harvest of souls demands sweat and blood,” 
and prepares to give effectively her devoted- 
ness and her sufferings. 

Every day she may be seen ministering to 
the souls of children, to the Moslems proud 
of their faith and country. They love their 
school and come willingly searching for that 
education that their parents are beginning to 
esteem. Young girls, at the same time so near 
and so far, who live quietly in the country of 
minarets and of mosques, is it not ALLAH 
(God) who led you one day to us? Will He 
allow you to know how much we love you? 
His ways are hidden; we wait His hour. 

Shadow of the crescent . . . Shadow of the 
Cross... 

And you, young girls back home, listen to 
the law that your Moslem sisters practice so 
diligently. 

“Under the watchful eye of God, and with 
His help, the patrol leaders must love and 
help their neighbors, in order to be always 
loyal and happy.” 


Listen to the rallying cry of the patrols: 
Cornflowers . . . full-hearted joy .. . 
Forget-me-nots . . . conscientious work . . . 
Roses . . . always active... 
Jonquils . . . always polite . . . 

And the Sister remembers a class long ago, 
which one winter day, somewhere far away 
had admitted the sunlight of Africa. Africa 
which had come looking for her. 


Magnificat! 


Evening slowly descended on the Bay of 
Tunis. At the foot of the Altar, the White 
Sister offers her day to the Master, with her 
souls, her souls which sleep, but over which 
she keeps watch. 

The Great Cardinal, whose heart burned 
with love and charity for these African souls 
and whose statue stands at the entrance of 
the Kasbay, also watches; and on the far dis- 
tant hill of Carthage he reposes awaiting the 
resurrection. 

A White Sister 
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Dominico: 
Jacobo: 


Johanni: 


Dominico: 
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Paulo: 


Dominico: 


Johanni: 


Jacobo: 


Here it is! 
see New York! That's it. 


But when our Bishop wrote, he was 
somewhere else. 


Here it is! 


Let's 


He was in New Jersey, where our 
White Sisters live. 


Well here is New Jersey next to New 
York 


Our Bishop wrote he was in many 
places and the Americans gave him 
many, many dollars to build our Sem- 
inary. 


Yes, and he said the American girls 
would make very good White Sisters. 
That’s why our Bishop said we must 
pray very much so that we will have 
many White Sisters from America to 
come and teach us. 


We will have to make some sacrifices 
to obtain that. 


And big ones too! 


But America is big and our Bishop 
will not be able to go to all the places. 
How then will the young girls know 
about us? 


But the White Sisters have a magazine. 
Its name is Mes- mes- mes- 


MESSENGER OF OUR LADY OF 
AFRICA, you see it tells about our 


Who would not like to be our Blessed Mother’s instrument in answering her 
African Children’s prayer? It would be very easy. Just make use of the slip inside 
your magazine to renew your subscription. Tell your relatives and friends about the 
children’s petition and ask them to become subscribers. 


Who would miss a dollar? Yet if each and every subscriber (this is not meant 
for our benefactors and Guild Members) would renew their subscription and obtain 
for us a few new Subscribers, it would help to maintain our numerous mission 
works and be the means of fostering many vocations to help instruct and Christian- 
ize the thousands of Africans, who wish to become children of God; but who must 
be refused, alas, for the want of Missionaries and means. If you help Our Lady of 
Africa’s own missions, what will she not do for you? 
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Dominico: 


Johanni: 


Paulo: 


Dominico: 


Petro: 


Jacobo: 


Petro: 


Paulo: 


Dominico: 


Johanni: 


Jacobo: 


country and what the Sisters do to 
help us. 
And because the Africans and the 


White Sisters belong to Our Lady of 
Africa. 


Well, do all the Americans get this 
magazine? 


I don't know, but I hope they do. 

I'll tell you what! Supposing we pray 
that all the Americans will get this 
Magazine. Then they will know about 
us and pray for us, and many girls will 
become White Sisters. 

Yes, and we will confide all this to our 
Lady of Africa. 


That's a good idea. The Blessed Vir- 
gin is our Queen and our Bishop told 
us she is the Patroness of the American. 


Good! Then she will surely answer 
our prayers, 


But we must be very good so as to 
please our Blessed Mother. 


Yes, we will do that, and then we will 
have many White Sisters to come and 
teach us. 

And do not forget we must pray hard 


for the Americans, because they help 
us very much. 


Yes, and we must ask our Lord to bless 
them and their country. 
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